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EMIL NOLDE – FANTASIES 
“Excursions into the Dreamlike” 
68th Annual Exhibition Seebüll 2024 
121 Masterpieces of the Great Expressionist 
 
Donation Professor Hermann Gerlinger, Würzburg: "The Three Magi (Types)", painting 1912 

Masterpieces from the Collection Johenning, Düsseldorf 
 
Immerse yourself in a different, free, fantastic world! 
From March to October 2024, the 68th annual exhibition in Seebüll shows around 120 
masterpieces by Emil Nolde from all creative phases. In the renovated residential and studio house 
of Ada and Emil Nolde, the thematic focus is on “Fantasies” – Emil Nolde artistically alternates 
between the real world and fantasy worlds. Located on the outskirts of Sylt, the Nolde Museum 
offers an opportunity for a wonderful excursion into the lifeworld and work of the Nolde couple 
with its unique artist’s garden.  
 
The theme of "Fantasies" reveals another fascinating facet in the work of the expressionist painter 
Emil Nolde (1867-1956). From the very beginning, the farmer's son Nolde has the gift of deriving 
fantastic creatures from the circumstances of everyday life. The artist himself says that his works are 
created "beyond reason and knowledge". Dr. Christian Ring, Director of the Nolde Museum, 
describes his motivation for focusing on "Fantasies" in the 2024 annual exhibition: "The artist 
detaches himself from the reproduction of a natural model and lets himself be guided solely by his 
imagination and his inner experience, spontaneously and unconsciously. The boundaries between 
reality and fantasy blur. Before us emerges a cosmos of attention-grabbing, strange, often funny 
fellows, also ghostly-looking creatures. The artist could be inspired by fairy tales and legends; the 
fable worlds, in particular, simply spring from his boundless imagination." 
 
The artist’s wealth of ideas brings surprising creatures to light: Other worlds open up to the viewer. 
Allowing oneself to be drawn into them expands one’s own view of the inexhaustible possibilities of 
humans to shape their life and environment. Even friends of the fantasy world will be amazed by 
Nolde’s inventiveness. 
 
We invite you to dream, to look, and to enjoy! 
 
In the renovated residential and studio house, the museum exhibits around 120 masterpieces that 
show the whole of Emil Nolde: In addition to the Fantasies, you will find radiant flower paintings, 
infinitely wide landscapes, roaring seascapes, and exciting figure paintings. The late "Unpainted 
Pictures", created with great mastery, close the circle of fantastic works in their unbridled creativity - 
even without the myth that was woven around their creation. 
 
In the cabinet, masterpieces of the Düsseldorf private collection Renate and Friedrich Johenning 
are guests, representing a personal homage to the esteemed artist Emil Nolde. 
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As a generous donation from the Würzburg Brücke expert Professor Hermann Gerlinger, we 
welcome the powerful early expressionist work “The Three Wise Men (Types)” from 1912. 
 
 
The Visitor Forum awaits you with: 
- a documentary exhibition on the remarkable monument-appropriate renovation and technical 
upgrading of the Seebüll residential and studio house 2020-2022 
- a film about Emil Nolde's life 
- the museum gastronomy "Element" by John Kasraei 
 
In addition, a playground, hiking trails, and the bathing spot “Hülltoft Tief” nearby invite you to 
linger. 
 
Nolde Museum Seebüll 
1 March – 31 October 2024 
Daily 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
nolde-stiftung.de 
 

 
Emil Nolde: “On the Periphery”, painting 1923 
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FANTASIES 
“EXCURSIONS INTO THE DREAMLIKE” 
 

 
Emil Nolde: “Early Morning Flight”, painting 1940 

 
 
Emil Nolde’s art is rooted in the German-Danish borderland of his childhood, where he finds “the 
twilight, the fantastic of the North, these hours of fantasy excitement, in life and in art,” as he 
reports in his autobiography. He also understands his task as an artist in free invention. 
 
Since childhood, as Nolde himself tells us, he has a lively imagination: In the falling plaster of the 
cowshed, the boy recognizes “faces and wild figures”. The farmer's son goes his way as an artist 
against many obstacles. With great success, he produces humorous depictions of the mountain world 
as "mountain postcards," the proceeds of which enable him to start his career into free artistry. Even 
the first oil painting that Nolde, then still Emil Hansen, manages to wrest from himself awkwardly are 
mythical "Mountain Giants" (1895/96), crude fellows in earthy brown. Fantasies and grotesques 
continue to run through the entire work from then on. 
 
If one follows the artist's life story, grotesque and fantastic series are created at regular intervals. 
First in the graphic media, in which the trained woodcarver has a great deal of confidence, and from 
the 1920s onwards in watercolour - which Emil Nolde ultimately masters with dreamlike sovereignty. 
The culmination of his skills in watercolour are the "Unpainted Pictures" - which, even without the 
myth that was created around them for decades, testify to the ingenious power of the old Nolde. 
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In the “Fantasies”, he creates a surreal, fantastic world that can hardly be grasped or even explained 
in words. He paints his thoughts out in the truest sense of the word, on paper and canvas. Director 
Dr. Christian Ring, curator of the annual exhibition, further explains: “With the visualization of his 
fantasies, he lets us participate in his inner world and opens up a completely new experience for us.” 
 
The matured artist writes diary-like notes, which he calls "Words on the Edge." On 8 July 1943, he 
notes: "Excursions into the dreamlike, the visionary, and the fantastic are beyond rules and cool 
knowledge. They are free, wonderful realms and areas full of charm and swarm in light and deep and 
easy spiritual experience. Those who cannot dream and look is not able to comprehend. "Nolde 
knows that the “Fantasies” represent a challenge, that they are more difficult to open up than the 
motifs that have their origin in nature. This finding is still valid today: The fantasies can be a welcome 
disruptive element. They break conventions, sometimes humorously, sometimes drolly, but also 
frighteningly and profoundly. 
 
Nolde writes: "[...] wherever I looked, nature was alive, the sky, the clouds, on every stone and 
between the branches of the trees, everywhere my figures stirred and lived in a quiet or wild living 
life, which filled me with enthusiasm and also plaguingly called for visualization." Thus, in the 
exhibition, the fantasies from all phases of his artistic work and in all artistic techniques stand side by 
side with luminous flower gardens, infinitely wide landscapes, roaring seas, and exciting figure 
pictures. The 68th Annual Exhibition Seebüll 2024 shows the outstanding work in all its facets. 
 
While the 67th annual exhibition Seebüll 2023 was dedicated to “World and Home”, the exhibition 
“Emil Nolde - Fantasies” dares to take a different look into the world of fantasy. Thanks to his 
untameable imagination, the expressionist artist opens up new realms of thought for us. 
 
Whether books, films, or series: It has been clear since “Lord of the Rings”, “Harry Potter”, or 
“Fantastic Beasts” that millions of people are enthusiastically embracing fantastic worlds. Immersing 
oneself in a free and fantastic world, believing in the world of magic and wonder, opens the door to 
happy hours in a fascinating fairy-tale world. With his painterly means and his inexhaustible 
imagination, Emil Nolde enables these blissful moments with his art. 
 
Immerse yourself in a different, free, fantastic world! 
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“THE THREE MAGI (TYPES)”, PAINTING 1912 
DONATION BY PROFESSOR HERMANN GERLINGER 
 

 
Emil Nolde: “The Three Magi (Types)”, painting 1912 

Donation Professor Hermann Gerlinger 

 
In 2024, the Seebüll Ada and Emil Nolde Foundation can look forward to another donation by 
Professor Hermann Gerlinger. To his extremely generous donation of last year, he adds the 
outstanding painting "The Three Magi (Types)" from 1912. On the one hand, the work enriches the 
collection of the Nolde Foundation Seebüll immensely in the area of religious paintings, comparable 
to the painting "Philistines" (1915) from last year's donation. On the other hand, it shows - entirely in 
line with the collecting focus of the Brücke expert Hermann Gerlinger - the powerful Nolde in an 
early expressionist work. It is full of passion and expression, it embodies everything that 
expressionism stands for. 
 
We want to take the donation of “The Three magi (Types)” as an opportunity to ask new questions 
about Emil Nolde’s work. What role do the Holy Three Kings play in his work? In what relation does 
the work from 1912 stand to Nolde’s “biblical and legend pictures”? What does the supplementary 
title “(Types)”, set in parentheses by Nolde, mean? Why is the work formerly listed as “Hallunken” 
(Rascals) in a list kept by Ada Nolde? And finally: What is it about kings, types, and rascals in Nolde’s 
work? 
 
Director Dr. Christian Ring thanks the patron: "The donation of 42 works by Emil Nolde and a 
watercolour self-portrait by Karl Schmidt-Rottluff, as well as numerous documents, by Professor 
Hermann Gerlinger in 2023 is the most significant donation that the Nolde Foundation Seebüll has 
received in its more than sixty-year history. The now expanded donation is also an unconditional sign 
of appreciation for our work. Once again, I would like to thank Hermann Gerlinger and his wife 
Hertha Gerlinger from the bottom of my heart." 
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The Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Hans-Joachim Throl, joins the Director in his thanks: “The 
Three Magi (Types)” is an outstanding example of Nolde’s imaginative world of figures, here in the 
form of a triple portrait of quirky types with striking facial features. The choice of this excellent oil 
painting, ‘The Three Magi (Types)’, with its remarkable history as a further donation to the Nolde 
Foundation Seebüll by Professor Hermann Gerlinger, testifies to his special eye for artistic quality. 
This is how Professor Gerlinger built up his entire collection, with a connoisseur’s eye excellently 
trained over decades and an incredible wealth of knowledge, which identifies him as one of the most 
important experts on German Expressionism." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the occasion of the donation "The Three Magi (Types)", the publication will be released: 
 

 

THE THREE MAGI, TYPES AND RASCALS 
“THE THREE MAGI (TYPES)” 
 
Donation by Hermann Gerlinger to the Foundation 
Seebüll Ada and Emil Nolde. 
 
 
 
With a conversation between Hermann Gerlinger and 
Günther Jauch, as well as a fundamental classification 
by the director of the Nolde Foundation Christian Ring 
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A PASSION FOR EMIL NOLDE 
MASTERPIECES FROM THE JOHENNING COLLECTION  
 

 
Emil Nolde: Cyclamen and Chrysanthemums, watercolour 1952/55 

Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 
 

The collection of Renate and Friedrich Johenning tellingly starts in 1979 with the watercolour 
"Cyclamen and Chrysanthemums" by Emil Nolde. It was not until a decade later that the couple 
decided to build a collection. They continuously bought one or two works each year, mainly art of 
Expressionism. Almost half of the collection is taken up by the considerable number of works by 
Nolde. "My wife was always in a frenzy of colours," says collector Friedrich Johenning about his wife 
Renate's preference for Nolde. 
 
In 2019, Dr. Friedrich Johenning, in loving memory of his deceased wife Renate, donated one of her 
favourite works to the Nolde Foundation Seebüll, the emotive painting “Little Sunflowers” (1946). 
 
Thanks to his loans, the passionate collector allows a glimpse into his private world. It is Emil Nolde's 
central themes, the radiant flowers, the colourful landscapes and seas, especially the expressive 
figure paintings and portraits, with which they surround themselves in their daily lives. We would like 
to thank Dr. Friedrich Johenning warmly for temporarily parting with his favourites and sharing them 
with the public at the artist's place of activity. 
 

     
Emil Nolde: “Woman and Little Girl (II)”, painting 1918    Emil Nolde: “Family Portrait”, painting 1947 
Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf      Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 



Seite 9 

FIGURES AND FACTS ON THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2024 
 
 
 
TOTAL EXHIBITS  121 

PAINTINGS 

 

49 

A WORKS ON PAPER (WATERCOLORS AND PRINTS)  61 

Portraits  3 
Landscapes  1 
Seascapes  1 
Flowers  4 
Drawings  1 
Fantasies Lild Strand  4 
Fantasies Utenwarf  8 
Fantasies Hallig Hooge  4 
Large-scale Fantasies  3 
“Unpainted Pictures”  29 
Etchings  3 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
by the hand of Emil Nolde 

 

11 

OF THESE, WORKS EXHIBITED FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SEEBÜLL 

 

55 

Oil paintings  5 
Works on paper  50 
Objects (Arts and crafts)  0 

OF THESE, DONATION FROM PROFESSOR GERLINGER 

 

1 

OF THESE, LOANS FROM THE JOHENNING COLLECTION  11 

Oil paintings  2 
Works on paper  9 
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VISITOR INFORMATION 
 
Exhibition EMIL NOLDE - FANTASIES 
 
Opening times 1 March to 31 October 2024 
 Opened daily (including holidays): 10 a.m.–6.00 p.m. 
 
Contact  +49 (0)4664-98 39 30 / info@nolde-stiftung.de / nolde-stiftung.de 
 Foundation Seebüll Ada and Emil Nolde / Museum Nolde 
 Seebüll 31 / D-25927 Neukirchen 
 
Press contact Lis Linnet Herrschildt 
 herrschildt@nolde-stiftung.de, +49 (0)4664 – 98 39 3-16 
 
Tours by arrangement / dates & offers: nolde-stiftung.de 
 
Painting school Program from March to October: nolde-stiftung.de 
 
Admission € 12,00 Adults 
 € 8,00 reduced (students / trainees / students / 
 people with disabilities etc.) 
 € 0,00 Children up to 6 years 
 € 24,00 Family ticket (2 adults, 3 children 7-17 years) 
 € 16,00 Combination ticket with Kunstmuseet i Tønder, Denmark 
 
Annual ticket Seebüll: € 50.00 (non-transferable) 
 
Museum shop Publications about the life and work of the painter Emil Nolde, 
 exhibition catalogues, art posters, art cards, etc. 
 Annual ceramics  
 Products from the Seebüll garden 
 Open during the museum’s opening hours 
 
Museum gastronomy  “Element” Gastronomie-Feinkost-Events 
 info@element-seebüll.de 
 
 
 
The detailed biographical presentation about Emil Nolde can be found here:  
nolde-stiftung.de/nolde/biographie/ 
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PRESS PHOTOS 68th ANNUAL EXHIBITION SEEBÜLL 2024 
 
Please, request the corresponding link for the press photos from Mrs Herrschildt at the following 
e-mail address herrschildt@nolde-stiftung.de 
 
 
 
 
 
     1. Emil Nolde, “Mountain Giants” 
     Painting 1895/96 
     93,5 x 151,5 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
     2. Emil Nolde, “The Three Magi (Types)” 
     Painting 1912 
     Donation Professor Hermann Gerlinger 
     51,5 x 42,5 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     3. Emil Nolde, “Excited People” 
     Painting 1913 
     102,5 x 76,5 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
     4. Emil Nolde, “Woman and Little Girl (II)” 
     Painting 1918 
     Loan Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 
     73 x 88 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Johenning Collection 
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     5. Emil Nolde, “Flower Garden (M)” 
     Painting 1922 
     73,5 x 88 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
     6. Emil Nolde, “On the Periphery” 
     Painting 1923 
     73 x 100 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     7. Emil Nolde, “Christ and Devil” 
     Painting 1925 
     85 x 99,5 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     8. Emil Nolde, “Moor” 
     Painting 1927 
     70 x 82 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
     9. Emil Nolde, “Sea and Sky” 
     Painting 1937 
     74 x 101 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
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     10. Emil Nolde, “Early Morning Flight” 
     Painting 1940 
     70 x 56 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Elke Walford, Hamburg 
 
 
 
 
     11. Emil Nolde, “Family Portrait” 
     Painting 1947 
     Loan Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 
     68 x 88,5 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Johenning Collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     12. Emil Nolde, “Ghost” 
     India ink 1899 
     32 x 24,6 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     13. Emil Nolde, “Dune Haunting” 
     India ink 1901 
     9,5 x 11,9 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
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     14. Emil Nolde, “Birthday of the Windmill” 
     Watercolour 1918 
     29,8 x 44,6 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
 
 
 
 
     15. Emil Nolde, Sunflowers and Black-eyed Susans 
     Watercolour 1930/35 
     Loan Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 
     34 x 45 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Johenning Collection 
 
 
 
     16. Emil Nolde, Cyclamen and Chrysanthemums 
     Watercolour 1952/55 
     Loan Johenning Collection, Düsseldorf 
     32 x 46,9 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Johenning Collection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     17. Emil Nolde, Three Flying Figures over a City 
     Watercolour 
     22,7 x 17,3 cm 
     ©Nolde Stiftung Seebüll 
     Photo: Dirk Dunkelberg, Berlin 
 
 
 


